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Quick Start

1. Who is the poet addressing in the poem?

2. In stanza two, what two things does it say ‘you’ have?

3. What could happen to you in a darkened street?



Vocabulary Check

● dexterous and deft - skillful with one's hands and being quick and neat

● frequently do to people - happens regularly (a lot)



Summarise

I'm sorry to say so but, sadly, it's true 

that Bang-ups  and Hang-ups can happen to you.

You can get all hung up in a prickle-ly perch. 

And your gang will fly on. You'll be left in a Lurch.’

Summarise the message of this stanza in one sentence.
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Quick Start Challenge

1. Where can you have a race?

2. What is life?

3. Highlight the rhyming words in the poem



Vocabulary Check

● footsy - someone walks around and travels the world

● lag behind - to fall behind or not keep up

● Left in a lurch - to abandon or leave someone



Explain

Do you dare to stay out? Do you dare to go in? 

How much can you lose? How much can you win?’

What is the significance of the four questions in relation to the 

poem’s meaning?

Consider what message the poet is giving to the reader.
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Vocabulary Check

● brainy- having or showing lots of intelligence (brains)

● creek - a narrow and sheltered waterway



Infer and Explain

Read from ‘The Waiting Place…for people just waiting.’ to

‘Everyone is just waiting. No! That's not for you!

1. What is the poet suggesting people are waiting for?

1. What is the poet implying by ‘No! That’s not for you!’?



Vocabulary and Explain

And I know you'll hike far and face up to your problems 

whatever they are’

Which word best suits the message give here by the poet?

1. Perseverance

2. Carelessness

3. Bravery

4. Foolishness

Explain your answer using references from the text.


