
Neil Alden Armstrong (an American astronaut working for NASA) is best known 

His Early Life
Born on 5th

the eldest of three children to Stephen Koenig Armstrong and 

age when his father took him to the National Air Races as 
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solo soon after – all before he had a licence to drive a car!
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of landing on the Moon.

The Moon Landing
After carrying out much training and many trial 

th

launch pad and carried Neil Armstrong and his 

mission. The journey to the Moon took 
over three days to complete. During the 

contact Earth.
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Did You Know…?

previous crews had. Neil was especially glad about this as he had been prone 
to travel sickness as a child.
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Later Life

his enthusiasm for space and aircraft continued so he became a professor 

years old.

in the rocket completing science experiments and taking 
photographs while Neil and Buzz entered the lunar module 

descent did not go smoothly; when Neil noticed they were 

of The Eagle and this took longer than expected. This meant 
that the module was running low on fuel by the time they 

Tranquillity Base here. The Eagle has landed."

Did You Know…?
The Moon landing was shown on television around the 

th

limited because NASA were unsure how long the spacesuits would cope with the high 

was broken so they used part of a pen pushed into the circuit breaker to 
activate the launch sequence. The remainder of the descent to Earth went 

th

released to tour the country.  



Glossary
aeronautical engineering: The primary field of engineering concerned with 
the development of aircraft and spacecraft.

lunar module: A small craft used for travelling between the Moon's surface 
and an orbiting spacecraft.

NASA: Abbreviation of National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

quarantine: Isolation in case of infection.

Tranquillity Base: The site on the Moon where humans landed and walked 
for the first time.
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