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Our curriculum statement outlines “why we do what we do” at St Nicholas CE Primary Academy.  In line with the new Ofsted framework 

the statement describes our curriculum under three headings: Intent, Implementation and Impact. 

Our Curriculum Intent describes the rationale behind our curriculum content and design, it explains why we go beyond just teaching the 

national curriculum to focus on specific areas and content that we believe are vital for our children. We know our children, we know 

their families and we know our local area and using this knowledge we have worked to shape a curriculum that focuses on providing 

opportunities that aren’t always available to all our children, develops key strengths and skills for their next phase of learning and 

prepares our children well to be integrated and influential citizens of the future. 

Within the love of God, we aim to equip all of our learners with the skills, knowledge, experiences and understanding they need in 

order to succeed in their next phase of education. 

We believe our curriculum should be innovative, engaging and meaningful. It should be irresistible and inspire all children for life. We 
follow the statutory guidelines of the National Curriculum in England but we develop, expand and enrich this with additional activities. 

 
At Boston St Nicholas CE Primary Academy we believe that “As Jesus is the light of the world, we shine to show His light and 
love.” We work closely together to ensure that pupils not only reach their full potential but also become responsible and self-

motivated members of the community, mature in body, mind and spirit. We aim to provide the children with a curriculum which is 
broad, well-balanced and above all, stimulates learning. Through a positive and caring environment, we provide the opportunity for 

every child to be the best that they can be. Grounded in Scripture, we embrace Christian values and ensure that all children are ready 
for their next steps. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
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Curriculum Implementation is about “how” we effectively deliver on the Curriculum Intent, it’s how we take our ideas and beliefs and 

turn them into exciting and inspirational learning opportunities for our children. Our implementation also describes how we use 

educational research to ensure our teaching methods are the most effective for our learners and how we use assessment to monitor 

progress and inform our planning. We monitor our Curriculum Impact to ensure that we are achieving our goals and that our curriculum 

is “making the difference” for our pupils. We do this through regular conversations and questionnaires with pupils, parents, staff and 

governors; by analysing outcomes in internal and national tests and through professional meetings where we look at the learning 

produced in children’s books over time. Another measure of the success of our curriculum is how well pupils transition into our school 

in Reception and how confident they are in their transition to secondary school at the end of Year 6. We strive to ensure that these key 

points in a child’s life are positive, well managed to reduce anxiety and that children feel prepared and ready for their next challenge. 

Our curriculum is carefully designed to ensure that all of our children are given the opportunity to be able to achieve their true potential 
according to their ability and aspiration. We deliver programmes of study that meet the National Curriculum requirements. Learning 
opportunities are planned carefully with a clear focus on enabling pupil achievement and challenging all children to strive to extend their 
knowledge, understanding and skills. We acknowledge that people learn in many different ways and we recognise the need to develop 
strategies that allow all children to learn in ways that suit them. Opportunities are planned to cater for a range of different learning styles 
to ensure that all children can access the curriculum and learn in a way that is best for them. 
  
Within the classroom, children work as a whole class, in small groups and with paired learning partners as well as individually to complete 
differentiated tasks and activities. Role play, drama and themed days/ weeks (eg Book Week and Science Week) enhance our curriculum 
delivery. Experienced and dedicated staff support and challenge children to access the curriculum effectively. We value the power of 
first-hand experience to inspire and motivate learners. We aim to provide children with as many out-of-school experiences as possible 
in order to make learning exciting and ‘real’. Specialist visitors eg: musicians, actors and scientists are also invited into school to inspire 
our children and enthuse their love of learning. Our children enjoy learning outdoors in a safe and stimulating environment which enables 
them to explore open-ended lines of inquiry.  
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Implementation - Our curriculum will give children the opportunity to: 

 

 

 

  

General Principles 

• See clear links between different aspects of 
learning.   

• Develop a rich and deep subject knowledge.  

• Experience the challenge and enjoyment of 
learning.  

• Understand the purpose of the learning and see 

its relevance to their past, present and future.  

Pupil Voice  

• Make choices about things that are important to 
them.  

• Make a positive contribution to the school and local 
community.  

• Contribute to planning their own learning.  

• Express their opinions on a range of different issues.  

Enrichment 

• Using quality resources in and out of the classroom.  

• Providing on and off-site subject /project related 
activities.  

• Welcoming parents and carers to take part in children’s 
learning and experiences.  

• Developing partnerships with external providers to 
extend children’s opportunities for learning and diversity. 
.  

Well-being 

• Learn how to respect themselves and others.  

• Develop self-esteem and confidence in their 
abilities.  

• Recognise that people are good at different 
things.  

• Learn in a peaceful and supportive 
environment.  

• Develop a wide range of emotionally literate 
vocabulary. 

Pedagogy 

• Enables children to reflect on and evaluate their learning.  

• Excites, promotes and sustains children’s interest whilst 
fostering their natural curiosity.   

• Promote problem solving, creativity and communication.  

• Offers all children a memorable experience during every 
project.  

 

We will enrich our curriculum by:  
 

Our curriculum will be taught through pedagogy that:  
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Content Justification Evidence-Base 

SMSC awareness development opportunities 

Wide-ranging 
& Subject-
Specific 
Vocabulary.  

Limited vocabulary can lead to limited learning so at St 
Nicholas CE Primary Academy we recognise the need to 
ensure pupils have access to a broad and wide-ranging 
vocabulary, subject specific terminology and the ability to 
debate and engage effectively in conversation.  
 
Our children also have a lack of exposure to high-quality 
reading texts.  

School-based evidence suggests that pupils are limited in their understanding of tasks, 
questions and texts due to limited exposure to a broad range of vocabulary. 
Why Closing the Word Gap is Important-Oxford Language Report 
EEF Oral Language Interventions 
Focus on reading for pleasure- 100 books…, Pen Pals, Class reading books and quality texts on 
guided reading.  
Display of subject-specific vocab (Tier 2 words).  
Interventions- Wellcomm, Colourful Semantics and Nelli  
Use of Knowledge Organisers. 
Spaced Learning & Retrieval- Vocab and Spag check on learning objectives.  
Learning walls- key vocab on display.  
Author visits.  

Cultural 
Awareness.  

Children live in a diverse world and it is our responsibility to 
ensure that the children of St Nicholas CE Primary Academy 
are culturally aware. This is achieved through interaction, the 
challenging of stereotypes, celebrating diversity, empathising 
and learning about difference. By encouraging our pupils to 
engage in positive contact with others, known as "the 
contact hypothesis", we are able to dispel myths, breakdown 
barriers and reduce prejudice. 
 

Collective Worship & some Assemblies - British values & UN Right of the Child.  
Trips, memorable experiences and visitors.  
Curriculum project working walls.  
Links with other Trust schools.  
BAME authors across our class reading book spine.  
RSHE lessons.  
RE- cover 5 world religions, focus on encouraging further visitors into school and visits to 
places of worship.  
Links with classes who have low % of EAL pupils.  
Use of Theatre companies and Visitors (dance).  
News round-up (Picture News)  

Health & 
Physical 
Fitness.  
 

We recognise that children are participating less in 
exercise/sport outside of school and that food choices are 
not always well informed. We know that improved physical 
health can lead to improved focus and mental health. 
 

Observations of lunch & playtime foods,  
Government incentive to improve Children’s Health: childhood obesity a plan for action 
School Survey of Sports Participation 
Promotion of healthy eating and drinking water.  
Sports specialist in school delivering clubs and PE CPD.  
Use of music, yoga and brain breaks.  

http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/Oxford-Language-Report.PDF?region=uk
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/pdf/generate/?u=https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/pdf/toolkit/?id=159&t=Teaching%20and%20Learning%20Toolkit&e=159&s=
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childhood-obesity-a-plan-for-action/childhood-obesity-a-plan-for-action
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Curriculum projects 
Focus on oral hygiene in EYFS and KS1 – SMILES project.  
Free fruit on offer for children in KS2.  
Sensory circuits.  
Weekly new skill PE challenge at lunchtime 

Social and 
emotional 
well-being  

Due to our high levels of social deprivation and the high mix 
of cultures within our community, we know that some of our 
children are at risk of low self-esteem, anxiety and poor 
mental health. We want to ensure children have effective 
strategies to build their resilience, their ability to resolve 
problems and to recognise their emotions. 

Increase in the need for Family Welfare interventions/ EHA/ TAC 
Number of referrals to Healthy Minds.  
Pupil Voice questionnaires 
National research including the good childhood report 2018 
PSHE/RSE lessons.  
Highlight the positive impact of music.  
External use of a counsellor for the children to have access to (Oasis).  
Lego therapy intervention and social stories.   
Use of the Sensory Circuits.  
Emotion ‘check-in’ boards within the Lighthouse Room for every child to use. 
Well-being workshops on offer for all children in key stages 1 and 2 with Learning 
Mentor.  
Designated member of staff available for discussion.  
Well-being lunchtime club.  
Partnership with Healthy Minds/BOSS  
Well-being champions.  
Parenting programmes – Kids Matter.  

Aspiration, 
ambition and 
resources.  

We acknowledge that not all children will have an awareness 
of the range of careers open to them both in and beyond the 
local areas. Our aim is that children are ambitious for their 
futures and make informed choices about their education to 
reach their goals. We want children to be able to make sound 
financial decisions based on knowing the value of money, 
understanding how to manage it effectively and the 
implication of poor money management. 

According to Indices of Deprivation our schools are in areas where Education, Skills and 
Training are in need of improvement and where Income Deprivation is a significant 
factor.  

Index Multiple Deprivation 

40 ways to let your light shine board/ list  
Let Your Light Shine – vision/ motto   
Visitors in school (Fire, Police, Arctic Explorer)  
Offer practical experiences- baking, environmental work, DT)  
Book offer- Marcus Rashford, You are Awesome etc.  

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/the_good_childhood_report_full_2018.pdf
http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html
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Past pupil visits.  
Aspirational visitors- athletes, musicians.  
Parenting programmes via EHA.  

Impact: 

As a result of our well planned and implemented curriculum, we would expect the impact to be that: 

- Our children let their light shine 

- Our children show kindness, compassion, empathy and courage 

- Our children demonstrate a passion and thirst for learning 

- Our children achieve well – all making good progress from their starting points and achieving at least the expected standard 

across the entire curriculum by the end of Key Stage 2. They will have the knowledge, skills, understanding and vocabulary that 

empowers them as citizens in the 21st Century 

- Our children have access to a wide and varied curriculum, enabling each of them to excel as individuals and be the best they can 

be 

- Our children have high aspirations for the future and know that these can be realised with hard work and determination 

- Our children are mentally and emotionally happy and resilient learners 

- Our families work in partnership with us to ensure their child’s journey at St Nicholas CE Primary Academy is a positive one and 

prepares them to contribute positively to the world in which they live 
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How we work with parents: 

We have also taken our parents/carers views in helping to shape our intent. We asked what their hopes, dreams and aspirations for their 
children were as well as what skills and knowledge they wanted their children to gain both now and in the future. We have used their 
responses to help adapt our curriculum so it can continue to be the best it can be for our children.  
Answers included:  
• Be independent and ready for the adult world. Be happy, healthy, proud, polite, self-confident and respectful.  

• Be adaptable to different situations. To integrate into a changing world and keep up to date with technology.  

• Have a good general knowledge and love of learning. To be able to keep themselves safe and contribute to society.  

• Road and internet safety, Understand different cultures and diversity. Acceptable behaviours in different situations and have 
knowledge of a healthy diet and lifestyle.  

• To learn gardening, cooking, hand-on electrical and computing lessons, life and survival skills. To respect other cultures.  
 

We therefore use our website as a single point of information, celebration and sharing so that all of our school family can be included 

within the educational partnership. Parents can contact staff easily; they can get guidance and advice on a variety of issues from 

parenting to homework help to the timings of the school day. School runs a comprehensive range of free after-school clubs which target 

both academic and SEMH factors. The ScholarPack App is an effective way for families to remain actively engaged and fully informed 

about their child’s progress as well as how they can support at home. Membership to National Online Safety Partnership also ensures 

that families are always provided with practical, real-life guidance/ tips/ hints about how to keep their children safe online. We offer a 

range of events where parents can collaborate with their children in completing activities which not only develop academic skills but 

also nurture the wholistic needs of our school community. 


