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All of these buildings look different, but what do they all have in common?
Who might visit them?
What might happen there?
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earming Objeaiive

To learn about the Hindu mandir and its importance to individuals and
the community.

Suceess Crlterian

I can describe similarities and differences between a variety of Hindu
mandirs which exist throughout the world.

I can name and describe the significance of special objects found within
Hindu mandirs.

I can explain why a mandir is an important place for many people by
describing what happens during worship.

I can list rules for how to behave in a Hindu mandir.

I can explain how and why Hindus worship in the home.
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S Hindu Mandirs¥Around thelWorld

Prambanan is the largest temple in Indonesia.

Photos, courtesy of elaudechativir €omi(@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution
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The Meenakshi Amman Temple is one
of the most important Indian Hindu
temples with 14 towers!
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The Sree Ganapathy Temple, in London, is a busy and exciting place. As
well as being used for worship, birth, wedding and death ceremonies, it is also a
place where visitors can go and discuss and strengthen their faith, take part in
meditation classes and yoga.
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At a Hindu temple, different parts of the building have a special meaning, for
example, the central shrine inside the mandir represents the heart of the Hindu

worshipper, and if the temple has a tower this symbolises a connection with
heaven.

\ ﬁ%”ey allflockithelsamelonit
' inside?




Murti

A murtiis a
statue of God,
or a god or
goddess.

Shoe Rack
A place to store shoes before
entering the mandir.

Impoertant
ISeanies off &
Hindul

Main Shrine

This is the heart of the temple
to represent the heart of the
worshipper. It is usually at the
front of the temple.

Photo courtesy of Os Rupias and justiluff (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution
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This is the Hindu symbol. You may see

this if you are ever visiting a Hindu

temple. i

g Vedas

These are the ancient

Hindu texts. They are

kept safe in a special

Imporntani case.
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Hindu

Bell
Worshippers ring the bell before entering to let God
know they have arrived.

~FTON EEUES) Natesh Ramasamy (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution
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WhyldolpeoplelgoitoratHindufMandin?

Worship, or ‘puja’, takes place here. Hindus can come at any time to be peaceful,
pray and sing religious songs.

Each mandir is dedicated to a god and inside will be a shrine to that god.
Offerings or ‘prasad’ such as flowers, fruit, water, milk, nuts or sweets are made.
Incense is burned to make the temple feel special and during worship, Hindus
chant the names of their favourite gods and goddesses.

Photo courtesy of williamcho and oldandsolo (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution
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Worshipping at the mandir is a special time to be together with other Hindus.

Mandirs are seen as a place where heaven meets the earth so many mandirs are

tall buildings, like mountains reaching up into the sky.
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Watch the video about going to the mandir to worship.
Make a list of things that happen.

Source - bbc.co.uk/learningzone - © 2014 BBC




Shiowing

* Before entering the mandir you must have a wash, make sure you are

wearing clean clothes and remove your shoes.

*  You must make offerings to the gods.

* Bow to show respect to the gods.
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