
WOW DAY!



Our new topic this term is traders 
and raiders. 

What does this mean?

What do you think we are going to 
be learning about?



We will be learning more about these . . .
Have you heard of any of these before?

Anglo-Saxons

Vikings

Longboats

Battle of Ashdown

Settlements 

Alfred The Great



Let’s look at Longboats (longships)
Use: 

The Vikings used longships for trading, exploring and raiding. 

Shape: 

Longships were narrow and light making them quick to manoeuvre 
through water. They could even be carried by Vikings over land, 
allowing them to sneak up on an enemy be approaching from a 
different direction.

Watertight:

Longships were built in a 'clinker' style. Wooden planks, usually oak, 
were overlapped and then nailed together. Any gaps would be filled 
with tarred wool and handfuls of animal hair, just to make sure the 
Longship wouldn't leak.



Sail: 

They had a single sail in the centre of the boat, often shown striped in red and 
white. Sails were made from wool or linen and then dyed red. Some 
archaeologists believe that Longship sails came in many different colours, 
Vikings were known for liking bright colours.

Oars: 

In situations of low wind, the crew would row the boat using the oars. 
Different styles of Longships would have different amounts of oars. For 
example, the Snekke longboat had space for 18 pairs of oarsmen, whilst the 
Busse had 34.

Steering:

Vikings steered their ship left or right (or port and starboard) using a steering 
oar at the rear of the Longship.



Hull: 

Longships had a shallow hull so they could sail in any type of 
water such as oceans or rivers. Because of this shallow draft 
Longships could sail on water as shallow as 1 metre. They could 
also perform beach landings, allowing the Vikings to slide up 
onto the sand and leap ashore.

Prow: 

Longships had a dragon's head at the front of the boat to 
intimidate enemies. This dragon head was also said to scare off 
evil spirits, ensuring a safe voyage. Longships were also double 
ended, this meant they didn't have to turn around, they could just 
reverse. This was much more manoeuvrable.



Shields: 

Vikings would hang their shields on the side of the boat to protect 
the hull and save space aboard the deck. Plus, it would make the 
Longship nice and colourful - Vikings liked bright colours - and all 
the symbols of the scary animals and creatures on the shields 
would help scare the enemy.

Deck:

Vikings would sleep on the deck of the ship, beneath the stars. 
There were no cabins, if it was raining then Vikings would just get 
wet!



This is an actual Viking longboat



Your WOW day challenge!

Today, we challenge you to create your own Viking Longboat. 

Sounds easy, right? 

Here are your rules . . .



Rules

1) You must be able to fit ALL members of your team in your 
boat.

2) You must have space for animals and food.

3) You must create a dragon head for the front.

4) You must make your own shields to hang on your ship for
protection.


