


The Big Questions 
Is it acceptable to do things 
against human rights laws if it is 
traditional or part of a culture?

Why might someone do something that 
could harm or be against the human rights 
of a family member they care about?



With a partner, think of as many 
human rights as you can in two 
minutes. Once the time is up, 
share one of the rights you have 
thought of with the class. If
another pair says the one you 
have chosen to share, you 
must think of a different 
one – let’s see how many 
different human rights 
we can think of!

Human rights help to make 
the world a better place. They 
help people to be treated fairly 
and to have what they need 
to live a happy and fulfilled 
life. They also help people to 

be and feel safe. 

Rights

Human beings are all different but born equal in the 
respect that they are entitled to the rights they have.

A right is something that every person should 
have just because they are a human being. 

In 1948, most countries 
who were part of 
the United Nations 
agreed to a Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights for all people. 



Rights for All

Do human rights apply equally to 
all of the people in the images we 
looked at? Or are some people 
more deserving of having their 
human rights met than others? 

The differences between people arise due to a number of 
things. These include family practices, cultural, ethnic, 
racial and religious diversity, age, gender and disability –
this makes the world an exciting place to live! However, 
we all have the same basic needs in order to live happy 
and healthy lives in which we have the opportunities to 
fulfil our potential. 

Human rights are universal. This 
means they apply to everyone –
no matter who they are or where 
they are from. Human beings are 
all worthy and important and are 
entitled to have all of their human 
rights met.



Doing anything against human rights laws is never 
acceptable. Human rights laws take priority over national 
laws and family and cultural practices and traditions.

Protecting and Respecting 
Human Rights Laws

Human rights are lawful and they 
are there to protect everyone.

Unfortunately, there are things which are done that are 
against human rights – this can be for many reasons. One 
reason may be because it forms part of a family tradition or 
cultural practice – those acting against human rights laws 
may not realise or believe what they are doing is wrong.

Article 30 of The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
states that ‘no one can take 
away our human rights’. All 
people should protect and 
respect human rights laws 
and the rights of all people.



Universal Rights

Human rights are universal. This 
means they apply to everyone – no 
matter who they are or where they 
are from. Human beings are all worthy 
and important and are entitled to 
have their human rights met.

Design an image and create a slogan which 
celebrates that human rights apply to everyone.



What Can I Do?

All people should protect and 
respect human rights laws and 
the rights of all people.

If things are done which are against human rights laws, there 
are people who can help. If you are worried about anything 
which goes against your rights or the rights of others, talking 
to someone you trust and asking for help is important. 



The Big Questions 
Is it acceptable to do things 
against human rights laws if it is 
traditional or part of a culture?

Why might someone do something that 
could harm or be against the human rights 
of a family member they care about?

What have you 
learnt today?

How will it help you 
in your daily life?


