Christmas is a time for traditions. Your family might have their own traditions. However, many
traditions have been going for years but do we really know how they started?

Going Christmas Crackers!
The sight of a Christmas cracker lying on the dinner table

5 X Crackers were originally
has been a British tradition for many decades. called 'cosaques’ after the

Crackers began around 1845 with a London sweet maker | | Cossack soldiers, known
named Tom Smith. He tried selling sweets in individual | | for their love of firing guns
wrappers but they did not do very well. into the air when riding
One night, he was sitting in front of his open fire, listening Haatr fseen ko

to the crackle of the wooden logs as they burnt. He had the
idea to add a snap to the wrappers of his sweets so they
would crack when they were pulled apart. This resulted in
the early versions of the Christmas cracker.

Christmas Pudding

Christmas puddings bagun in medieval England. Sausages were
stuffed with fruits, grains and spices to preserve the meat for longer.
In 1647, Oliver Cromwell was leading England as the king had been
removed from the throne. Oliver Cromwell supported Parliament
banning caro! singing, Christmas puddings, Yule logs and nativity
scenes as it was seen as wrong and ungodly. In 16860, there was a
king back on the English throne and Christmas was celebrated again.

The Roasted Bird r
Mony people hod goose for their Christmos dinner as they

were cheap and easy to coms by, Only rich people had turksy. |
Howaver, by the end of the 1900z, most fomilies had turkey.

* . The Victorian Christmas

n

g Prince Albert brought some troditions from Germany that we still contnue when he
g morried Queen Victoria in 1840,

. Queen Victoria was brought up decorating o tree indoors at Christmas. However,
her husband was very enthusinstic chout the tradition and decorated the tree with
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert made Christmas o time for family. They loved

spending the day having feasts, giving presents and ploying gomes. These
troditions still form an important part of medern Christmas celebrations.
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Questions
1. When were Christmans crockers first made? Tick one.
O 1845
O 1945
O 1854
O 1954

2. Find and copy one word from the text which is an example of onomatoposia.

3. Why were crackers originolly colled cosagues?

4. 'Why did most people have goose for their Christmas ment? Tick one.
O It wos small.
O It waos tostier.

3 It wos less expensive
3 It wos more expensive

3. Fromwhich country was Queen Victoria's husbond? Tick one.
(0 Fronce
(Cr Germany
(} Spain
(O England

&. Which word closely matches the meaning of enthusiastic? Tick one.

(¥ imgatient
3 keen
O indifferent
© happy

7. Itcould be said that Quesn Victorio and Prince Albert enjoyed Christmas. How do you know?




